Show Not Tell

Tell: My room was a mess.

Show:  My room was so cluttered, full of junk.  My mother wanted to kill me.  You had to step over everything and it made it hard to walk.  She told me that I was a slob and that I didn’t take care of my things.  But I told her I didn’t have time to clean.  Everything was thrown and scattered around the room and it was completely a disaster!

· High School Student

Show:  To enter the room, I was forced to squeeze in the small door opening, nearly getting stuck because heaps of dirty clothes obstructed the path of the door.  Once inside I had to concentrate fully on every step so that my shoes wouldn’t get tangled in the laundry and cause me to fall.  Steps later, after freeing my leg from a malicious pair of blue corduroy pants, I noticed that under the spot vacated by those pants was a matted piece of green shag carpet, the only piece of carpet not being smothered by clothing in the entire room.  The next thing to attack me was a Pink Floyd poster only partially pinned to the wall.  The feeling of my head coming into contact with a foreign object made me whirl about in apprehension, swinging my elbow out  and knocking it with force against a drawer jutting out from the half empty clothes chest.  Howling in pain, I flung myself on the bed, long parted with its sheets, and wondered if I wouldn’t be safer waiting in another room.

· Brent Sprowl

Observational Show Not Tell:

   The teacher is  _________________________

Evidence : __________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

To Kill A Mockingbird

 Show Not Tell

Telling sentence:

Scout Finch was a Tomboy. 

